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IDON T KNOW WHY
i

A

IPLAYED HOOKEY BUT

>

The Story of the Girl

Who Saved Her Life at

the Collinwood Fire by

Playing Truant from School

DONT know why I did it said nineyear
old Helen Marks but She paused

awed by the realization that she had saVed

her life by playing truant from school

When recent horrible fire disaster at Col

linwood Ohio plunged that pretty suburb of
Cleveland into mourning and shocked the nation-
it was announced that every one of the thirtynine
pupils in Miss Grace Fiskes room had
perished with their teacher As 175 little ones
met death that day the statement seemed probable

But it was incdrrect There was one survivor
from Miss Fiskes class Helen Marks She had
saved her life by playing hookey

School children have played truant perhaps
since the torment of schooldays was devised by
their elders They have gone fishing and

have played ball on remote lots or enjoyed
stolen liberty in other ways that appeal to boys
and girls but few have saved their liven by dodg
ing school

In this story Helen Marks tells in her own
youthful way of the escapade that kept one vic

tim off the death roll of the Collinwood horror
Like returning flea the Jfetan Marts Mnfe d father iff-

PJEB up behind MB ad thneiK IMT arm hb seek vW be
prodding amor U when t y Tin 8 tntant
school sot ntenitaK tatt her jwrwta wfipditd she ted perished

In dn ir was wutUig fa the when the gW cried
Gueta who I am l jr

Mr Marks flea BMrir tmrowse with frj News dispatch o day of
fire

As THOUGH RETURNING FROM THE DUD
Scores of little bodies were lying in the temporary

morgue about which a crowd of heartbroken parents clus

tered The bunch of guards at the front door parted A
man with wan and lined with grief and crylnfluletly
came In

Was It a boy or girl the sympathetic guards

A girl he sobbed My Helen
fhey 2i5inri8d to the left where lay a long line of

little shapes covered with blankets taspaullns sheets
and newspapers Those the girls they said

Down the line the sorrowing man went his grief
eating his heart away The tears came faster and blinded
him as he uncovered the still ghastly forms one by one
He staggered before he reached the end The guards
caught and supported him-

I guess isnt here he moaned Maybe they
For all the victims had not

been recovered from the schoolhouse death trap
Look again they told him Look at the dresses

nosslbly you will find her that way
He shook his head but started at the head of the line

anyway He examined a score of bodies then sank
ha knees to pray At that Juncture-
A little girl squeezed her way In Her face was dirty

i white apron was rent and muddy Before they could
her she ran silently down to the kneeling figure of the

4uck as a flash she put her hands over his eyes
jess who It is papa she said
With a fierce cry of jey he spun around My God
len he gasped Then he fainted
There were thirtynine pupils in Miss Grace Fiskes

hlrdgrade room at the Lakeviaw School Collinwood
Thirtyeight answered to roll call on that fatal Wednes-
day morning Helen Marks 9 Fourth avenue was marked
absent

An hour or so later every one of the thirtyeight was
dead With their teacher they lost their lives In the
frantic rush to escape the flames that made the flimsy
building a charnel house

No WHIPPING THIS True
Helen Marks lives because she was a naughty little

girl and played hookey
You wont whip will you papa she pleaded as

the happy father led leer through the crowded streets out-

side the temporary morgue established in the Lake Shore
shops

Whip you heavens no he replied and kissed her
again

Some people will say that It was a premonition of the
disaster the day held in store that made this nineyearold
girl run away from the Hlfatad school Helen Marks
childish comprehension very likely cannot compass pre
monition It wasnt premonition anyway-

I just didnt want to go to school that day she says
That all the explanation she has to offer

Unite her fellowpupils were fighting to get down the
narrow stairways to the safety of the open air outside
while Collinwoods puny fire department was tinkering with
its wheezing sputtering gasolinedriven engine while her
mother and the others were down on their knees In the
mud of the street outside was doing some
shopping in Cleveland

Obvious of the terrible happening at home she was
having the time of her life She bought peanuts here
soda water there post cards gum candy bananas In the
afternoon she sat high in the gallery enthralled as a cheap
melodrama hero swam the river with the heroine and
foiled the villain again

Before Helen left home that morning she had by nu
merous and tedious shakings of her caSt iron bank extract-
ed 89 cents Helen admits it and an examination of the
bank by her parents who now would care not if it had
been 89 is corroborative evidence With that 89 cents
Helen had the time but let her tell hersel-

fI didnt want to go to school that morning Funny-
I always hate to school on a warm sunshiny day
like that was I teacher and I like too But-
I just didnt want to go to school

Gee but I had a hard time getting that money out-
I did it upstairs as I got dressed I thought it would never
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drop out I wanted more but mamma was calling for m
to udme down to breakfast I tied all the money I had got
out up hard in my handkerchief so it wouldnt rattle and
dropped it down the neck of my dress into my waist

I didnt have any appetite for anything to eat I kept
thinking of that money inside my dress I was afraid that
it would up and Jingle Mamma wanted to know what was
the matter with me NothlnK I told her

Mamma can see from our kitchen window all the way
over to school I load to go straight that way I kept

Helen
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away from the other girls Maybe they thought It was
funnyI

was sure that mamma was watching ma nil the way-
I thought I could feel her eyes on my back She wasnt
looking though I was glad I didnt meet Miss FIska on
the way I would have had to go right into school with leer

When I got to the front door I didnt go in I wont
around to the bAck The last bell was just ringing There
wasnt any one out sot even any bo I waited
around thero until I heard the scholars saying the Lords

there

translated into movement and expression While appear-
ing before the camera the actors usually enter Item con
versation In order to give verisimilitude to the show Oth-
envise the movements would naturally be strained

for the moving pictures are
just as rehearsals for the stage There be spon-
taneity for the cameras record is unerring

Employment by the French manufacturers of wall
known actors Is certainly an innovation n the production-
of these dumb shows Le Bargy one of the most vital
of actors will take the part in JI Lavedans play

A series of short scenes representing pbnses of Parisian
life will constitute the play to be produced by M Copus
Mlle Eva Lavalliere of the Varieties and De Feraudy of
the Francais will take the leading roles it is said the sup

c9ndU tedRehearsals
must

¬

¬

¬

Sferrt
4arem

Prayer then I ran across to the car line Hk sixty
I had to wait a long time for the car There wasnt

any place to hide Just a big open space and I was afraid
that some one would see me and toll en me I was going
to go out to Euclid Beach and sperm the morning I could
get back home by dinner time I thought

CoNSCisNar ACCUSED HER
But the car going way dWat tame One going

Cleveland along flrst I dont know what
possessed m to do it out I climbed on

i forgot about where I had my money until Ute con

ductor around I lied t stick my hand way

down my neck to The other people laughed At to
kill One old man didnt though kept looking at me
kind of stern like I was afraid he was a truant officer
Anyway Til bet ha just knew I was running away from

schoolWhat
did I do downtown Why I just walked around

and looked in the windows and bought candy and peanuts
and things and watched the people I it it
was noon I saw a clock on a poet out In front
of a store

I didnt know what to do then I knew that Id get
a whipping when I got home and probably papa would
send me to bed without any supper Then I
I might just as well stay away all day Id get the whip-
ping ayway I could eat just enough before I got on tbe
ear to lt me over supper

So I stayed I got some dougbnats and coffee in a
restaurant Gee but these stools were high The tarn
behind the counter wouldnt take my money I had to
stand in line and par a man away up in front

I walked around for a little while when I met a little
girl who asked me if 1 was going to the snow I told her
no Then I changed my mind and sold We went

We went away up oh so high It was
only there was a beside us who chewed tobacco and
spit en the floor

1 novae saw anything like that play It was grand
They did lots of th grandest things A man swam a big
river with a girl with the protUest yellow hair and got
her away from the bad man nd oh Just lots of things I
cried once when he he was going to kill Iwr the bad
wean I mean

It was nearly dark when I got out I was getting
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FIVE GREAT WRITE PLAyS FOR MOVING 1DRAMATISTS TO PICTURES
ROM Parts comes the Announcement that five of the

t greatest drama tWts of France have been engaged-
to write plays for moving pictures They are Vic
torten Sardou Bdmond Rostand Alfred Capus

Henri Lavedan and Maurice Dounay
This brief statement overlooked perhaps in the

plethora of more vital nows Is of significance It marks
the climax of the success pf the cinematograph for with
these plays jt is said phonographic dialogues will be in
troduced

Lovers of the orama are asking Will the theater pass
away Will the drama the future be produced not on a
stage but on a white canvas Already the cinemetpgrapb
as a popular amusement has become worldwide and
famous

To cap the news that the leading dramatists of France
of the been engaged to write movingpicture

plays it is announced that the leading parts in these
plays will be taken by Sarah Bernhardt Bartot Rejane
Jeanne Granter Coquelin MounetSully Le Bargy and
Guitry anpng them the best aotors of France nay of the
world

Sarah Bernhardt a Ung for the camera Coquolin pos-
ing for a dumb show Would you believe It

But explain the manufacturers the demand for this
amusement Is so great that they can afford to pay big
money and they are paying large sums to these stars

They declare further that the moving picture is the
coming amusement of the future that nothing too good
cart ba secured And so they have engaged the best talentt a United States according to a prominent manu

if films three of the best known humorous play-
a New York write plays for the camera Their-
S not used for advertising purposes

continued the movingpicture man the day Is
when we shall compete with one another because

tfiwrs of our plays The time Is not far off
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we shall bid for the best talent to write our plays and
the bestknown actors and actresses to appear in them

The idea of writing plaYa for the moving pictures oc
curred to M Henri Lavedan the famous author of the

Marquis de Prlola His suggestion was quickly taken up
by the cinematograph manufacturer and M Lavedan was
engaged to write a historical drama

No sooner did other dramatists learn of this than they
professed their willingness to write plays and they were
quickly engaged Edmond Rostand has boon commis-
sioned to write three fairy dramas M Alfred Capus will
write a play depleting the financial life of Paris

In these plays of course as in all movingpicture
dramas what is required is action Emotions expressed-
on the stage In words for the cinematograph must be

¬

¬

porting actors are to get 40 for such rehearsal and 200

for the final perforlnance The leading parts of course
will larger and it is said extremely large sums
Capus it will remembered is the author of La Veins
and La Chatelaine the leading sueoasses of two suc-
cessive seasons in Paris For several years he was the
Idol of the French in popularity matching Rostand

Rostand Think of the author of Cyrano de Btrgerac
the most popular play at periods in Russia Norway

Sweden Denmark Ssrvta the United States and
countries of Southern Buropft writing plays for moving
picture production Possibly the Divine Sarah and
Coqualin will be engaged to lake the leading parts

So far as the actor is concerned there is comparatively
little work In taking a part for the moving picture There
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afraid I was all alone too for somehow I had lost the
other girl coming down Ute Stairs But I just ran to
I new the CoIUnwood pasted I JOt on the first one
that came

People were all talking about a fire somewhere Lots
of people had been killed A newsboy got on the ear
Everybody bought his papers I had a penny left and
bought one too

On the front page it told about a big fire In the
North Colitnwoed school I didnt think anything of that

Our school wan the Lakeview School Then I started to
read the names pt the children who were burned Down
in the middle of it was my name Helen Marks It had
my address asa and everything Newspapers always get
things wrong Iv heard papa say

Well anyway I got scared to death I kfcew
that and mamma would be almost That old
car was awfuUy slow It seemed to stop at every block
Every Uny it topped more people got on They were all
talking about tha fire

When we finally got there everybody got off at the
Lake Shore shops I met a girl I knew and she told ma
that pupa was in the shed where they had all the dead
children looking for me I was supposed to be dead too
you know

I ran right In Some men tried to stop me but I
went anyway There was pupa kneeling down there I
just ran up to him and played Mbtdmans buff with Mm
Get but he was glad to so me

I didnt get whipped after all Mamma and ppa
made me sleep with them that night They hugged aad
kissed me for most of the night In the morning papa
gave me a dollar he says mamma is to take me in to
pky every week now But 1 aint going to run away tram
school any more-

I guess thats

HOUSE SIXTYTWO YEAES OLD

Old BUll was a gin horse belonging to the Mersey aad
Irwell Navigation and continued at Mb work until May
ISit he being at that time fiftynine years of age says
tilt Manchester Guardian HI last drays spent in the
enjoyment of a well earned rst on a farm at Latchford
It was hoped that he would walk In tbe procession in
Manchester to celebrate the coronation of George IV but
he was too old and would not leave time stable He died
November 27 1SS2 JB his sixtysecond you About twety
five years later the hood carefully preserved was present-
ed by the navigation company to the museum in
street was transferred with the real of the collection-
to Peter street When in 1887 the greater portion of the
collection was handed over to the Owens College authors
ties sowei of the specimens ww sold by auction It is
highly probable that Old Billys head was among them
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are rehearsals to be sure Then the production and it
Is all over The play will go on night after nigbtin fact
many times oach night Although the terms have not
been made public It is said the authors and leading actors
will get largo royalties on the production of the plays

Writing a play for a movingpicture production is
simple to the expert The recipe is lots of action expres-
sion of emotion by pantomime sensational escapades hair-
breadth escapes humorous eltuntipoa

A mere outline Q the play s written divided Into
scenes When rehearsing the actors fill in their parts with
conversations Occasionally the author will write the dia-
logue although this is not the usual method The
length of the play as written is 4W words

In the United States most of the movingpicture manu-
facturers employ men to write their subjects Many are
purchased from outside contributors from 5 to 5 te
paid for a play or good suggestion

Here is really a new field for the unsuccessful story
writer declared a manufacturer A short story aaay
possess a good plot yet lack the technique required to
make It acceptable to a firstclass magaatae Welt the
writer can send the plot to us well produce a new subjot Undoubtedly the time is coming wtten we shall
nlfibr wellknown writers and actors for the advertising
value of their names

Timeliness Is tli0secm of successful moving pictures
If there is gf at divorce scandal we yet out a moving
picture play based on the divorce If the Standard Oil
Company figures In tlfe and is fined a large amount
we get out a ploy the intrigues of that conibbta
tion If an American weds A foreign nobleman we
get out a subject on such an

At present tbe call Is for huroorees subjects The
taste of the public changes We must keep our tn the
ground Undoubtedly the time is rinse at hand wnn the

for a certain actress will necessitate cur serunng her
for a moving picture subject And the public taste s Im-

proving too Each year we get gut better class subjects
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